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 April 2, 2008

Sent by fax to 204-949-1484 and email to premier@leg.gov.mb.ca

Re: Manitoba Tuition Freeze

Dear Premier Gary Doer,

I am writing on behalf of CAW LOCAL 3007 we are extremely concerned with recent news reports that the government of Manitoba might eliminate the tuition fee freeze policy, and urge you to extend the freeze in Manitoba.  
In the May 2007 provincial election the NDP campaigned on its record of the past 8 years. Throughout the election campaign the NDP made it clear that Manitobans could expect more of the same, and there was plenty of promotion of the tuition fee freeze and other measures to support students and post-secondary education. 

Manitoba should be proud of the tuition fee freeze. Your government showed vision, courage, and national leadership in 1999 when it announced there would be a 10% tuition fee reduction and a fee freeze for all students. The tuition fee freeze has been accompanied by funding increases for universities and colleges, and additional needs based grants.

The tuition fee freeze is a very inexpensive government policy, and is the right way to reduce up-front barriers to university and college.

Like in health care, for public education to work, we need to have equal access and eliminate user fees. 

 

Allowing tuition fees to rise again, as in the 1990s under Gary Filmon’s Progressive Conservative government, will only hurt low- and middle-income students and their families in Manitoba.  

On behalf of our 260 thousand members across Canada, we urge you to keep your election promise to Manitobans, to students, and to all working families in Manitoba by extending the tuition freeze.
Please contact me should you require more information.
Sincerely,



Hemi Mitic

Frank Wright



Assistant to Buzz Hargrove

Chairperson Local 3007.

