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June 16, 2010

Brian Kelly, President
Canadian Autoworkers Local 3007
Brother Kelly,
I am writing you today on behalf of the University of Manitoba Students' Union, Local 103 of the Canadian Federation of Students (CFS), to encourage the Canadian Auto Workers Local 3007 to endorse our “It’s Our Future” campaign against the massive tuition fee hikes proposed by the University of Manitoba. As you may be aware we are seeing proposed increases anywhere from 20 – 114%. We know that heading into bargaining your resources are limited, but we would appreciate any financial support you could provide for this campaign. Students at the University of Manitoba need your help.  
UMSU, in coordination with four other students’ unions across the province, has launched the “It’s Our Future” campaign to raise awareness and opposition to the tuition hike proposals with the general public.  This campaign involves extensive radio ad buys which will direct people to the campaign website, itsourfuture.ca, which will provide information about the campaign (including its sponsors) and encourage people to write to the Premier in opposition to these massive tuition increases. Running such a campaign does not come without significant costs, and your financial assistance will allow us to reach an ever greater number of Manitobans.  To date, the cost of the campaign has been approximately $3600, excluding staff time.
This important campaign has the potential to unite many different populations on a social-justice issue that ultimately affects us all.  We have already received some financial support from other student and labour organizations in Manitoba, and we would appreciate any financial support you can provide to ensure that concerns surrounding these massive tuition fee proposals are brought forward. Your public support of our position would be appreciated, as the province is currently reviewing these proposals and we are hopeful that our combined voices together will have an impact on our provincial decision makers.

As a student movement we have seen impressive victories based on our campaigns and lobbying efforts. After an extremely successful ‘First Aid For Student Aid’ campaign by CFS-Manitoba in 2007 and 2008, the Manitoba government immediately implemented three of our five recommendations, including a 1%-point reduction in student loan interest rates. Nationally, we've seen impressive victories that all students benefit from, including the creation of the first national system of needs-based grants in Canada last year. Because of our collective work, there is now more money in the form of non-repayable grants in students’ hands. Finally, our work with our brothers and sisters in the labour movement has paid off as well. We like to think the support provided by UMSU during the time CAW 3007 was on the picket lines helped to bring about a better collective agreement for all campus unions.
Those are just a few of the many victories of the student movement. There is much more work to be done, and we would appreciate any support CAW 3007 is able to provide the University of Manitoba Students’ Union and the Canadian Federation of Students in this important struggle for affordable and accessible education. We look forward to expanding our shared efforts as without a doubt, we are stronger together. We look forward to working with CAW 3007 in the upcoming months and years.

Sincerely,

Heather Laube

President, University of Manitoba Students’ Union
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